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Fight! Drivel
Dive!

hen meeting with a foreigner for the first ime, an early question

that’s nomally asked is, what do you do here? The answers are
rarely unexpected; most expats are in management some kind of
Engineer or teaching. So it's a bit of a surprise when the reply i, Tm a
stunt performet!

Of course when you meet Jonny Moore with his piercings and
tattoos you suspect he's going to be something a bit different and
a stunt parformer is about as different as it comes.

lonny works at Binhai Hangmu, the theme park that is best
known for the Russian aircraft camier that rises out of the sea in
the Binhai Tourist area. It provides a dramatic stage and
background for the action packed shows he performs in.

And action is a word that springs to mind when you first
meet Jonny, Not just from his life stories, theres an aura of
enthusiastic energy anound him, Afeeling that behind his laid
back, Mid-American cool, a big dose of adrenaline is walting
1o kickin, As he sits talking about his Iife, your kriow he finds
his bar stool a [ittle too static and held prefer a seat with
wheels and an engine.

He grew up In Southem Minnescta; a US state where
outdoor activities are popular,

“The dimate Is just like here] he tells me."But we get
feet of snow. 'm a blg time snow boarder and ve been
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snowmobiling since | was a kid. The first vehicle |
ever drove was a snowmnobile, when | was 6 years
old | love the wintertime, snowmobiling, 4
wheeling, ice fishing, skating, skiing.. But in
Minnesota you get all the seasons, sc | had the
opportunity to do all the sports;”

Minnesoa has over 10,000 lakes, including
the west end of the massive Lake Superior. So it's
no surprise that Jonny is as much at home
aashing through the wawves, as he is sliding about
on the ice or mud. It was an ald family friend that
Inspired Jonny to take up diving at 9 years old "
rermnember he was in Germany daing dive shows
and travelling the world and | thought. | wanna do
that one day’

It was when he was working in a show as a
high diver in Indiana, that he got a
call from afriend in China who
had broken his knee

diving in a show He
called me up and asked
me i | was interested
and gave me a
contact number. |t
tumed out to be
anotherfriend of mine
and | got the job. |
came out ta Tianjin in
September 2010 | did
the show for 1 month
thenit closed down for the
winter. But | got an 8

month contract for the next year”

Its seasanal waork in Tianjin, which means
Jonny has the chance for 4 months holiday
during the winter. But he’s not the type to sit
around.”| love what | do so Il be looking to
continue working somewhere else” Last year he
went down to GuangZhou where theres a
theme park " did a lot more land based stuff. My
background is water vehides, ATVs, dirt bikes,
motorcydles, superbikes; He lists a couple of
other dangerous toys that I've never heard of
before summing it up 1 can basically drive
anything with a motor, I've always been into
motor sports and basically anything that’s fast
and you can do aazy things on”

The world of stunt performing is a close
community and Jonny knows guys that have
shows going on in Thailand, Japan, Shanghai and
Australia. But he is loving China and the job in
Tianjin. “The great thing about this company; he
tells me,is we have the cpportunity to leam
everything and anything we want. At the big
companies like universal you're hired for one role
and you only do that, then its finished. But if
youve never drven something before, this
company will train you.

The Binhai Hangmu show is predeminantly
water-based stunts on and around the aircraft
carmier. He is warking as part of a team with 16
other performers. The stunt team is made up of
pecple from all over the world, Brazil, Russia,
Ukraine and Australia and there also is a goup of
Russian darncers too.

The high diving he does in the show 1s part
of a fight scene, “I'm getting beat up by a girl’he
explains, “And she kicks me off the top of the ship.
The girs are the main characters and they're all
evil bad asses” The show is as much a live action
movie as a sport, complete with professional
directors and stunt co-ordinators,*There’s a lot of
acting” says Jonny,"A lot of the people | work for
have majoned in acting, theatre and dance and all
that kind of stuff’ His goal for the future 7s to do

some stunt double acting and get into the
movies. “I've got the connections; he says. “But
right now, I'n trying my best and stay out here as
long as possible. As long as | can keep myself
healihy, in shape and not hurt rmysel”

He got the job because his friend broke his
leg warking. Injury is common in this profession
and a serious injury could mean an end to his
career. He tells me about one of the older guys
whos been with the company for 18 years. "Hes
one of the best actors, but he’s been injured a lot,
half his body is metal plates. When we did our
phiysicals and the doctors saw his x-rays, they
were like, is he for real?”

So far he's been lucky, Tve not really been
hurt doing the job, all my acddents were when |
was a kid. | was always climbing trees and tee
jumping. | have a lot of body strength, which

helps. I've always had a good build because of
being a diver’

Of course hes part of a team, which means
his life & often in other peoples hands and it's
impartant that he can rely on them. He tells me
about his colleagues “They're mainly guys, a
group of actors and adrenalin junkies laughing all
the time and having a good time messing with
each cther. There’ a lot of pranks, we're going to
be children forever just having a good time” They
don't sound like a group of people youd want to
trust your life with but he explains. A kot of people
might have their issues but when we'e at work
we're 2ll professional about it. Its such a big team
there’s always going to be some head-butting.
YYou might not agree with the way some people
do things, but when it comes down ta actual
show stuff its pretty serious, so they all stay
professional”

Jonny’s standing up now. He finds sitting up
straight for long periods gets uncomfortable
bacause he has spent so long crouched over a
gas tank. But | wonder if it’s just as much an issue
of being Tnactive. He & working 7 days a week
rehearsing for the show: *Right now, he says"f'm
doing a lot of fight training, fight choreography,
stage fighting and stage acting. lts mastly
fighting and gun safety training. Although we
use fake guns we have ta handle them like real
guns. So you leam all about the gun in the same
way as if you werein a gun safety class backin the
states”

As well as fighting and high speed stuntsin
and around the water, the show also uses a lot of
pyrotechnics that simulate gun fire, shell bursts
and other loud and spectacular explosions.
Within the imposing setting of the Russian
aircraft carrier the show recreates an exhilarating
depiction of the shock and awe of a conflict
without any of the commensurate risks - at least
for the audience. For the stunt performers like
Jonny, the danger is part of the thill of his
unusual job and his extraordinary life.
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